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Dear RE-SEED Volunteers: 
 
I am very happy to welcome you to the 20th Annual RE-SEED conference, celebrating the 22nd year of the program’s 
operation.  The program has grown a lot over the past 22 years from the first small group of just seven volunteers; in the 2013-
2014 school year we will have over 90 volunteers working in the Greater Boston area alone.  The Boston RE-SEED program is 
one of the nation’s strongest sustained models of K-12 academic support provided by retired science and engineering 
professionals, and we are excited at the prospects for continued growth, building on the success you all have generated.  The 
dedication you all exhibit in working at the schools, with teachers and students is a model that will continue to expand, as 
teachers and students continue to realize the unparalleled intellectual capital that RE-SEED volunteers provide.  The 
extraordinary commitment you have all made is the keystone to the program’s success, and the support you provide has long 
term benefits for the students and teachers whose lives you continue to touch, sometimes in more profound ways you may 
realize.  As a RE-SEED volunteer, you provide an invaluable resource to the teachers and students because of your of 
knowledge, experience, wisdom, caring and dedication.   

Since the start of the program in 1991, RE-SEED has trained hundreds of volunteers who have offered more than 750,000 
hours of their time supporting more than 150,000 students in over 100 school districts, in 14 states around the country. It is not 
only the number of hours you have offered as volunteers throughout the years, but the impact you have had and continue to 
have on the students. In addition to the number of letters you receive from your students and share with us, our own evaluation 
surveys, which we have conducted throughout the years, clearly indicate that both students and teachers benefit from your 
work. As a result of your great work, more than 87% of the students and 95% of the teachers want the RE-SEED volunteers to 
come back each year.  This year, we will look more closely at how the program has been successful, and how we can continue to 
build on these successes and establish a model for the Commonwealth and communities across the nation to adopt.   

The Keynote Speaker at this year’s Annual Conference will be former Massachusetts Governor and Distinguished Faculty 
Member, Michael Dukakis.  Governor Dukakis served as the Commonwealth’s Governor from 1975-1979 and again from 
1983-1991, and was the Democratic Nominee for President in 1998.  Governor Dukakis was voted the Most Effective 
Governor in the US in 1986, an honor that could have reasonably been bestowed to him several more times during his 
tenure.  Governor Dukakis serves on the Board of the MA Budget and Policy Center, the Free for All Fund, and the New 
England Center for Children.  He has long been an advocate for public health, equitable housing and transportation, and 
educational growth and investment.  We hope that you will enjoy the presentation by Governor Dukakis, as well as the other 
events and discussions that we have planned for the conference.   

It is with great sorrow that I must inform you all of the recent passing of two former RE-SEED volunteers, Larry Bacchetti and 
Ernie Goldberg. At the conference we will take a moment to celebrate and commemorate the work and life of both of these 
men who each provided unwavering support for the RE-SEED program for many years.  

I want to again thank you all for your continued commitment to and support of our program.  We have been very grateful for 
all you do and look forward to the success of the program in years to come.  The Annual Conference serves as an opportunity 
for us all to gather and share experiences, words of wisdom and best practices, and to celebrate the past successes and the future 
that lies ahead.  Please know that your sustained service is of great value; the students you work with will forever benefit from 
your support.  

 
Best regards, 
 

 
Christos Zahopoulos, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Engineering & Education 
Executive Director, Center for STEM Education 
Northeastern University  



 

 

 

Agenda 

20th Annual RE-SEED Conference 
Northeastern University, Raytheon Amphitheater  

Tuesday, December 17, 2012 

8:30-9:00 Registration & Breakfast 
 
9:00-9:30 Introduction and Welcome 

RE-SEED: Past, Present, and Future 
Christos Zahopoulos, Ph.D.  
Executive Director, Center for STEM Education,  
Associate Professor, College of Engineering and Department of Education, Northeastern University 
 

9:30-10:45 Favorite Activities/Sharing of Experiences 
 RE-SEED Volunteers: George Haus, Sid Krimsky, Michael Adler, Rob Shaffer, Steve Brovender 
 
10:45-11:00 Welcome from the Dean 

Dean Aubry, College of Engineering 
 
11:00-11:45  Engineering and Science Lab Visits 
  Snell Library 3D Printing Studio, 1st Year Engineering Lab, and more…  
 
12:00-1:15 Luncheon with Keynote Speaker 

Governor Michael Dukakis, Distinguished Professor of Political Science 
 

1:15-1:30 Awards and Recognitions 
 
1:30-2:45 Favorite Activities/Sharing of Experiences 
 RE-SEED Volunteers: Larry McGrail, Neil Sanders, Jim Burton, Arnold Aaron, Phil Rossoni 
   
2:45-3:45  RE-SEED Program Evaluation – A Discussion Forum 
  Daniel Sullivan, Moderator 
   
  For the 20th Annual Conference we’ll review the program’s 22-year history, the 

RE-SEED model, and the outcomes and impact that make this partnership so 
unique and effective.  To document the recorded successes of the program and 
to prepare for sustained growth and replication of the model, we call upon the 
most critical stakeholders, the volunteers, to help shape the future of RE-
SEED.  Through a series of inquiry, investigation, discussion and 
brainstorming, we hope to solicit feedback and ideas to expand the program to 
reach more teachers and students in need of support.       

 
3:45-4:00 Closing Remarks 
  Christos Zahopoulos, Ph.D. 



 

 

Campus Map 

 
 
The conference will be held in the Raytheon Amphitheatre on the first floor of the Egan Research 
Building, #60 above (see arrow).   
 
Please park in the Renaissance Garage on Columbus Ave (835 Columbus Avenue, Building #62 
circled above).  Please note that the Renaissance Garage sometimes fills up early. If this happens 
ask the attendant to direct you to an alternative location (either to Building #65 or the Columbus 
surface parking lot). 


