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Newton’s 1st Net-Zero designed by Zero Energy Design  built by 
Auburndale Builders  

This house makes enough energy to fuel the house & electric cars 
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We converted this 
concrete building into 
a Net-Positive building 
that makes more 
energy than it uses 
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We have good guidelines from Green Newton on how these buildings should be 
built :

Green Newton Recommends Green Building Principles for City of Newton

1. Minimize Building Operating Energy

2. Minimize Embodied Carbon

3. Buildings Must be All-Electric and Off the Natural Gas Grid

4. Minimize the Carbon Footprint for Transportation to and from
Buildings
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- Integrating net-zero carbon goals into zoning guidelines is already happening in other 
cities 

- It seems we need to look to other successful models of Zoning integrated with Net-Zero 
Building   

- As practitioners of building low-carbon building homes with all electric systems - my team and I 
do not have time to learn from just our own mistakes- we need to learn from the mistakes of 
others who have tested new technologies and seen what works and what does not work 

- We attend a lot of conferences,  tour innovative projects and seek out the best consultants to 
guide us through processes we do not have experience with - I recommend our city does the 
same

- I have only been involved with this zoning discussion for a short time and apologize if the 
following examples have already been brought up - I do not intend this to be a criticism of any 
consultants who are currently working on this as I do not know who they are 
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Somerville - Dan Bartman City Planner and Stephen Moore at Icon Architecture are local resources 
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And what seems to be 
the leader in North 
America - Vancouver is 
already transitioning to 
Zero Emissions 
buildings by 2030
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Monte Paulsen at RDH worked for 
20 years to develop and 
implement the Vancouver 
guidelines 

Through RDH he is available to 
consult for the city of Newton

There is a lot we can learn from 
his experience 
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One other thought- 

It appears that these zoning changes will impact the short and long term property values and tax assessments of 
the impacted properties 

If we expect there will be legal challenges from any property owners that are adversely affected - perhaps the city 
can invest in expert consultations from others who have already successfully integrated energy requirements with 
their zoning and stay ahead of the legal challenges ( $40,000? in added consulting fees now vs legal expense/ 
zoning delays later that impact the whole city )  
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