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PUBLIC HEARING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: November 22, 2019 

TO: Councilor Susan Albright, Chairman  
Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee 

FROM: Barney Heath, Director, Department of Planning and Development 
Jennifer Caira, Deputy Director of Planning  
Zachery LeMel, Chief of Long Range Planning 
Gabriel Holbrow, Community Planner – Engagement Specialist 

RE: #327-19 Ordinance amendment to repeal Zoning Ordinance 3.4.4 Garages 
COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting that Chapter 30 of Newton’s Zoning ordinance be 
amended to repeal section 3.4.4 Garages (effective December 31, 2019 after three 
postponements). Garages will be discussed during Zoning Redesign next term. 

MEETING:  November 25, 2019 

CC: Planning Board 

The Council adopted amendments to the zoning ordinance in June 2016 (Ordinance A-78) that 
regulated the placement and scale of garages in residential districts with the intention of limiting their 
impact on the streetscape and neighborhood character. After adoption, many residents and 
professionals in the design community raised concerns that the content of the garage ordinance went 
too far, causing unnecessary challenges for some properties as well as encouraging design 
modifications on other properties that could further harm the character of the streetscape and 
neighborhood. 

In October 2016, the Council voted to defer implementation of the garage ordinance until the end of 
that year. The Council passed further deferrals in December 2016, March 2017, March 2018, and 
December 2018. Currently, implementation is deferred until December 31, 2019, after which the 
ordinance will go into effect, unless the Council takes other action before then. 

In the intervening years, the intent of the original garage ordinance has been incorporated into the 
goals of the citywide Zoning Redesign project. At this time, the Planning Department recommends 
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completely repealing the current (deferred) ordinance, and addressing changes to the regulation of 
garages in residential districts through Zoning Redesign. 

Attachments 

• Attachment A – Deferred Garage Ordinance: Chapter 30 Zoning Ordinance sec. 3.4.4 Garages, 
recommended for repeal 

• Attachment B – Garage regulation in effect during deferral and after repeal: Chapter 30 
Zoning Ordinance sec. 3.4.2.B.1 and sec. 3.4.3.A.4, highlighted. 
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Attachment A – Deferred Garage Ordinance, recommended for repeal #30-20(2)
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Attachment A – Deferred Garage Ordinance, recommended for repeal #30-20(2)
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Attachment B – Garage regulation in effect during deferral and after repeal, highlighted. #30-20(2)
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