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Abstract – Herein will be described the planning to reactivate a Health Care Technology 

Certificate in the Department of  Engineering Technology and Industrial Distribution in the 

College of Engineering at Texas A&M University – College Station. The certificate was started 

in FY 2010-2011. The plan is to broaden it to include both strong healthcare distribution and 

engineering technology components. For the certificate,  a consistent list of course offerings and 

more involved undergraduate participation is needed.  Thus far three semesters of a healthcare 

distribution course with an average enrollment of 50 students have been held. As a result of the 

recent loss of the faculty member teaching this course and spearheading this certificate program, 

there was no one left to teach this course.  The author is preparing to do so while giving it a 

stronger technical and industry-related component.  There was also no one left to teach the health 

care technologies course because of another faculty departure.  The author has now taught this 

course once, having already taught a similar course when he was in the Purdue system.  The plan 

is to include collaboration with and mentoring the other professor in the department who teaches 

the medical manufacturing course for the certificate. The last course in the certificate is a 

medical terminology course for healthcare professionals.  It is taught outside the Department of  

Engineering Technology and Industrial Distribution and always has a good enrollment. The plan 

is providing an opportunity for the author to not only develop and teach in this certificate 

program, but also to become the course coordinator for the healthcare certificate with the end 

goal being to get it approved. There is a need for such a certificate due to the aging of our 

population in the United States. 


